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Police seize

.The owne§ @f the Sama
- Ana storeis citedfor
alleged substandard
cendmﬁﬂs and negé.egaci.

By NARDINE SAAD
Timés Staff Writer .

Shahram Behafaxin,-awner of
Village Pets near Bouth Coast
Plazs, was. czted for Qper&tmg

tions withouf. air. eorngity :
Tempergtires “in: some d;s«
play cages ranged from 9510101
degrees, with uriclean water and
some animals seneusiy injured,
near death or lying in thelr own
urine and feces,; officials said.
One displey case at the front
of the South Bristol Street shop
was crammed with 50 puppies.
“We seized all animsls that
showed any signs of negiect but
left reptiles and birds,” sald Jose
Gonzalez, a spokesmman for the
Santa Ana Police Department.
n all, he said, 56 dogs, 8ix
cats, 22 rabbits and & guinea pig

were seized Friday and taken 1o -

the city animal sheljer.

“Meny animsls had no water |
or it v\,as too dirty for them to |

Zrink,” Gonzaler said, “Later ex-
arninations of the seired animals

i

g recm.ms favers, W

thai they had scabies, |

B8 wWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2607

latimes.com/alifornia -

S e R R

P@h@@ s&ze

| at petshop

[Animals, from Page BI]
per respiratory problems and
many were very emaciated.”

© Al of the animals were recov-
ering, he said, and none were ex-
pected 0 be euthanized. -

* Behafarin, reached Tuesday :
at his shop, which is stlll open,
attributed the incident to a mis-
understanding.

“They came three times be--
fore,” he said, “but didwl find:
anything. This time, out of {bad]
hack, my air conditioner was bro-.
ken. It was an sccident — aecl- -
denis happen.”

The animals were removed af-
ter several customers com-
plained about the saleof sickand
dying pets, Gonzaler said. '

By Tuesday, he sald, all of
them had been bathed, vaceinat--
ed and given the appropriate.
medications.

He-is also scheduled o ap-
pearin court on the misdemesan-
or citetions in OCclober. If con-
victed, Gonzalez said, Behafarin
could face fines and un o 8 vear
ininil
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